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WE’RE HERE TO HELP 
Building on multiple owned Mäori land can be a long and 

complicated process. Because of this, Housing New Zealand 

is here to support you through the process. 

To talk to us about the assistance we can offer, call us on 

0508 935 266. You can find further information about the 

Käinga Whenua loan at www.hnzc.co.nz

THE LAND IS MINE, INHERITED FROM MY ANCESTORS
NOKU TE WHENUA, NO OKU TIPUNA

To find out more about the Käinga Whenua loan process, 

call Housing New Zealand on 0508 935 266 or visit 

www.hnzc.co.nz

To ascertain your eligibility for a Käinga Whenua loan 

from Kiwibank, call Kiwibank on 0800 272 278.

The information contained in this brochure is intended to help you understand the 
Käinga Whenua loan, and explains what you need to do to find out about building, 
re-locating or buying a house on Mäori Land. It is not intended to address the 
specific circumstances of any particular individual or entity. All reasonable steps 
have been taken to ensure the quality and accuracy of the information. 
Housing New Zealand makes no warranty, express or implied, nor assumes any 
legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, correctness or completeness or 
use of any information contained in this brochure. The eligibility criteria or other 
policies applicable to the Käinga Whenua loan may be changed, deleted, added to 
or otherwise amended without notice. The information contained in this brochure 
should not be construed as legal or professional advice and you should take 
advice from qualified professional people.

KÄINGA WHENUA LOAN
LENDING FOR HOUSING ON 
MULTIPLE-OWNED MÄORI LAND

INTRODUCING



Step 1. Decide to live on your multiple owned Mäori land 

Consider the benefits, risks and costs of home ownership 
in a multiple owned Mäori land situation

Step 2. Apply for a Käinga Whenua pre approval

Kiwibank can assess your eligibility for Käinga Whenua 
and advise how much money you could borrow.

Step 3. Seek licence to occupy

A licence to occupy gives permission to live on the 
multiple-owned Mäori land. This can be a lengthy process 
when there are numerous land owners or trustees.

Step 4. Design of home

You need to design your home bearing in mind the 
requirements of a Käinga Whenua loan (see ‘What can 
I build’ in this brochure).

Step 5. Find a builder and produce a budget and plan

Your budget will need to meet Kiwibank’s lending criteria. 
You must obtain all the council consents needed to comply 
with local bylaws.

Step 6. Loan approval from Kiwibank

If your application fits with the Käinga Whenua eligibility 
criteria and Kiwibank’s lending criteria, Kiwibank will approve 
the loan.

Step 7. Signing of the tripartite agreement

The tripartite agreement is made up of the licence to occupy 
(including a site licence) and a deed of mortgage. It needs to 
be signed by you, the land owners and Housing New Zealand.

Step 8. Registration with the Mäori Land Court

The Mäori Land Court needs to register your licence to occupy.

Step 9. Build commences

Build or relocation starts according to the design, plan and 
budget you submitted as part of your application.

Step 10. Progressive draw downs

Timings and finer details for progressive draw downs will be 
unique to every Käinga Whenua loan.

Step 11: Building complete

Once the building is complete you can move in. 
Congratulations, you now have your own whare on your 
ancestral Mäori land.

INTRODUCING 
KÄINGA WHENUA

AM I ELIGIBLE FOR A KÄINGA WHENUA LOAN?

If you have a right to live on multiple-owned Mäori land (hold a 
licence to occupy), a Käinga Whenua loan enables you to build, 
purchase or relocate a house on that land. 

Kiwibank will approve and provide the loan, and you will need 
to meet their standard lending criteria as well as the Käinga 
Whenua criteria. Housing New Zealand will provide lenders 
mortgage insurance to Kiwibank for the loan. A Käinga Whenua 
loan is secured only against the house, not against the house and 
land as with most home loans. 

With a Käinga Whenua loan, Kiwibank can lend 100 percent of 
the house building costs or the purchase price of the house, up 
to $200,000, subject to certain conditions. 

The conditions include obtaining a licence to occupy the land, 
a valuation from a registered valuer and a satisfactory building 
contract. No deposit is required for a loan below $200,000.

Käinga Whenua loans are only available to those people who 
have no other access to finance to build or re-locate to or buy 
on their multiple-owned Mäori land.

A multi-borrower option is available with Käinga Whenua 
that allows three or more borrowers in a single household 
to apply for the loan and contribute to the loan repayments. 
This is aimed at multi-generational households.  

WHAT CAN I BUILD/RELOCATE WITH 
A KÄINGA WHENUA LOAN?
Under a Käinga Whenua loan there are certain requirements 
for the house you are planning to build, purchase or relocate to 
the land. 

The requirements of a Käinga Whenua loan are that the house 
needs to be:

• built on wooden piles 
• one storey of at least 70 square metres
• have reasonable road access. 

To be eligible for a Käinga Whenua loan you need to meet all of 
the following requirements:

•   You earn up to $85,000 a year as a one or two income 
household. For three or more borrowers, the household can 
earn up to $120,000.

•  Work within a realistic travelling distance from your work to 
the block on which you want to live.

•  You will live in the house (it is not for rental properties or 
holiday homes).

•  You are a first home buyer, or if you are not, be in the same 
financial position as a typical first home buyer in terms of assets 
and income, or you are unable to access finance elsewhere.

•  You need to have a licence to occupy the land you wish to 
build on.

•  The land needs to be Mäori land that can’t be mortgaged, 
and either owned by multiple beneficial owners or have the 
land ownership vested in trustees of a trust or incorporation, 
created under the Te Ture Whenua Mäori Act 1993. 

• You have an acceptable credit history.

APPLYING FOR A KÄINGA WHENUA LOAN 
STEP BY STEP
If you can meet all of the eligibility criteria, 
there are 11 steps you will need to complete.
Please note this may end up being a long process due to the 
complexities involved in securing a licence to occupy multiple-
owned Mäori land. 

For full details of the Käinga Whenua loan criteria and process 
see the Käinga Whenua Loan guide. To get a copy or to discuss 
any questions you may have, call Housing New Zealand on 
0508 935 266 or visit www.hnzc.co.nz to read it online.

Housing New Zealand and Kiwibank are working 
together to help Mäori achieve home ownership 
on their multiple-owned ancestral land. They are 
introducing a new loan called Käinga Whenua. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


